ERASMUS

Could these stormy petrels have guessed that war was at
hand?

But where was Erasmus during the hour of doom?
It is tragical to relate that he was sitting tranquilly within
the four walls of his study. He who had been Jerome
Aleander's friend in their young days, who had shared
bed and board with him in Venice, he who had been
persona grata with the recently-crowned emperor, and
was a sympathizer with evangelical views, was the only
man who could have influenced the situation, and at least
have obtained a postponement of sentence. But he
dreaded a public appearance, and it was not until the
evil tidings were brought to him that he realized the
irrevocable nature of his lost opportunity. "If I had been
present, I should have done the impossible, to prevent
this tragedy occurring, and to bring about a moderate
decision." But the decisive moments in history are never
repeated. The absent are always wrong. Because in this
dread hour Erasmus did not put his weight into the scale
on the side of reform, did not, with the whole force of
his personality, his powers, and his presence, influence
the assembly, because he failed in this moment of utmost
need, his own cause was lost for ever. Luther, however,
fought his fight with the utmost courage and with un-
stinted strength; he put his whole heart into the defence:
therefore was his will transformed into action.
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